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As I think of an Ideal Teacher...  Dr. Nipam Kumar Saikia 























Instead of celebrating my birthday, it would be my proud
privilege if 5 September is observed as Teachers’ Day.

— Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishan
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Anusandhan-Kolkata

Vision, Mission, Goal & Objectives

Vision
The vision of Anusandhan-Kolkata is to build a better world
for generations to come by exploring and nurturing talents.

Mission
Our mission is to ignite, inspire, and empower promising
young minds so that they become responsible global citizens.

Goals

— To help improve the school education standard

— To increase interest in STEAM disciplines

— To help students delve deeper into a wide range of
knowledge, acquire skills and understanding of subjects

— To prepare school children for the future challenges

— To motivate students to be innovative

Objectives

1. To mentor teachers through participatory discussion and
demonstration on modern learning tools and techniques
so that they enjoy teaching and thereby they increase
students’ interest in learning

2. To attract young minds towards STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics)
disciplines through innovative and interactive teaching
and learning methodologies

3. To organize pertinent academic programmes on Science

 

Day, Teachers’ Day, Children’s Day, Women’s Day,
Doctors’ Day etc.

4. To create platforms for Student-Teacher interaction,
Teacher-Teacher interaction, debates, seminars,
workshops, etc. on contextual areas and emerging issues

5. To undertake programmes for the popularization of
science and technologies for the greater benefit of the
society

6. To bring out publications (offline/online) — newsletter,
magazines, bulletins, leaflets etc.

7. To create awareness on health, food, water, and climate
issues

8. To recognize contribution of students, teachers, social
workers etc.

9. To extend supports to the economically weaker students
to reach their cherished goals

10. To organize events that alleviate anxiety and fear of
examinations, and distressed and depressed conditions
in the events of unforeseen situations

11. To guide and inspire students and their parents so that
the students can make the right choice for their career
at the early years of schooling and help them prepare
accordingly

12. To integrate as many schools, teachers, and students (in
India and abroad) as possible for achieving the goals
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Never borrow. Never loan. Never greed. Never

keep pending. Never deprive. Never deceive.
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As I think of an Ideal Teacher...
Dr. Nipam Kumar Saikia

As I thought to write this write-up, these thoughts came to my
head:

Hungry soul
Look at the burning candle
you will meet the teacher
And see your chosen road

Any individual on earth who can, directly or indirectly, inspire
us to become our own person is our teacher. And if we really
know the art of learning, the greatest teacher is our painful
experience. ‘Our sweetest songs’, says Shelley, ‘'are those that
tell of saddest thoughts.’ I heard some great men say that the
greatest university is the jail. To be honest, I don't have one
favourite teacher. I have learnt different things from different
teachers.

I firmly believe that teaching is fundamentally a performing
art and to master it the teacher has to work tirelessly Plato laid
down the principles of good speech in Phaedrus, which can
also be applied to good teaching. The first principle is a thorough
knowledge of the subject. But knowledge alone will not make
him an ideal teacher. He has to impress the students. Therein
lies the importance of the art of speaking. The third principle is

that the teacher's thoughts upon the subject taught must follow
each other in a natural sequence - the first thing first, and the
last thing last, so that all the thoughts together may form an
organic whole. The fourth, the teacher must have an acute
awareness of the whims and prejudices, likes and dislikes and
attitudes and ideas of his or her students. I would like to add
one thing to these four principles. When we apply all these four
principles formulated by Plato for a good speech to teaching,
we can’t afford to lose sight of the fact that all these must stem
from one thing : love. Love is not just a word. It is a
commitment. Scott Hayden very rightly says that teachers have
three loves : love of learning, love of learners, and the love of
bringing the first two loves together. Great teaching has got more
to do with our attitude towards our students, our subject, and
our work. In the process the teacher becomes an awakener. Great
teacher is indeed an awakener. However we are in a
technologically advanced age when YouTube has become the
greatest university, there is no substitue to the teacher who is
an awakener. I am yet to become such a teacher. But I have the
dream to become one.

‘The teacher who is indeed wise’, says Khalil Gibran, ‘does
not bid you to enter the house of his wisdom, but rather leads
you to the threshold of your mind’. Every teacher, if he or she
is true, knows his or her teaching builds on the teachings of
other teachers, great and small, and it is a continuous process;
he or she realises the poetic truth of the theory of relativity. On
this day, I would lke to say that I am indebted to all my teachers,
great and small, living and dead.

About the Writer – Teacher in the Department of
English, Biswanath College (affiliated to Gauhati
University), Assam. Elocutionist and singer.
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